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The books which have been written of late years about Japan have either been compiled from official records,
or have contained the sketchy impressions of passing travellers. Of the inner life of the Japanese the world at large

(o)
knows but little: their religion, their superstitions, their ways of thought, the hidden springs by which they move.
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WOVANDNY X040 [MKCEESQHBK] (Japanese Fairy World: Stories from the Wonder-lore of Japan, 1880) &
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Japanese youth, I became an eager listener to their folk lore and fireside stories.-=«+«+«+++-+ Within this book the reader will find transla-
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tions, condensations of whole books, of interminable romances, and a few sketches by the author embodying Japanese ideas, beliefs and
superstitions.”)” ~J°
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In Japan, the night-flies emit so brilliant a light and are so beautiful that ladies go out in the evenings and catch
the insects for amusement, as may be seen represented on Japanese fans.

They imprison them in tiny cages made of bamboo threads, and hang them up in their rooms or suspend them
from the eaves of their houses. At their picnic parties, the people love to sit on August evenings, fan in hand,
looking over the lovely landscape, spangled by ten thousand brilliant spots of golden light. Each flash seems like a
tiny blaze of harmless lightning.

One of the species of night-flies, the most beautiful of all, is a source of much amusement to the ladies.
Hanging the cage of glittering insects on their verandahs, they sit and watch the crowd of winged visitors attracted
by the fire-fly’s light. What brings them there, and why the fire-fly’s parlor is filled with suitors as a queen’s court
with courtiers, let this love story Mw/m Ibid, p. 37
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On the southern and sunny side of the castle moats of the Fukui castle, in Echizen, the water had long ago
become shallow so that lotus lilies grew luxuriantly. Deep in the heart of one of the great flowers whose petals were
as pink as the lining of a sea-shell, lived the King of the Fire-flies, Hi-0, whose only daughter was the lovely
princess Hotaru-himé. While still a child the himé (princess) was carefully kept at home within the pink petals of the
lily, never going even to the edges except to see her father fly off on his journey. Dutifully she waited until of age,
when the fire glowed in her own body, and shone, beautifully illuminating the lotus, until its light at night was like
a lamp within a globe of coral.
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“Hotaru-himé flew forth in and out among the lotus lilies of the moat, then into rich rice fields, and at last far off to
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In among the hills of Echizen, within sight of the snowy mountain called Hakuzan, lived a farmer named
Bimbo. He was very poor, but frugal and industrious. He was very fond of children though he had none himself.
But being so dreadfully poor both thought it best not to adopt, until they had bettered their condition and increased

the area of their land. For all the property Bimbo owned was the earth in a little gully, which he himself was

reclaiming.
BT8R0 Q RUIIRENCRECTR S L O RE N OIHGQERL 5 L° K N
YTOMRET 585 0% 4@ UV 0 D EN RS T AES O M0 A 0 dREEP 8 R O
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A tiny rivulet, flowing from a spring in the crevice of the rocks above, after trickling over the boulders, rolled
down the gully to join a brook in the larger valley below.
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The little rivulet supplied the needful water; for rice, the daily food of laborer and farmer, must be planted and
cultivated in soft mud under water. So the little rivulet, which once leaped over the rock and cut its way singing to

the valley, now spread itself quietly over each terrace, making more than a dozen descents before it reached the
fields below.
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“There lay a little boy, rosy and warm, and crowing in the most lively manner, and never minding the rain in the
least” ARVReN” HRUKRYVIVEACKRS” LWHBROMRELAKRUPE RIKUB O S 502° o
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“Here’s a gift from Raijin,” ”We’ll adopt him as our own son and call him Rai-taro,”. MIE 7" MEEXUH-&O0QES
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never liked to play with other children, but kept all day in the fields with his father, sporting with the rivulet and looking
at the clouds and sky.” 5 0~ XEV | EUEUL W SEVERLT fHUHWELQW S L°

KEHSRE Ol Yoz R UL O Li-9" “the child of the thunder stayed up in the field, or climbed on
the high rocks to watch the sailing of the birds and the flowing of the water and the river far away.” BEQ M-S HEY
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“My dear parents, I thank you very much for your kindness to me, but I must now say farewell. I hope you will

always be happy.” V" ER ( SEFEQIIHKN A & BRIl e°
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Then, in a moment, all trace of a human form disappeared, and floating in the air, they saw a tiny white
dragon, which hovered for a moment above them, and then flew away. The old couple went out of doors to watch
it, when it grew bigger and bigger, taking its course to the hills above, where the piled-up white clouds, which form
on a summer’s afternoon, seemed built up like towers and castles of silver. Towards one of these the dragon moved,
until, as they watched his form, now grown to a mighty size, it disappeared from view.
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* Baroness Orczy, Old Hungarian Fairy Tales, Dean & Son, Ltd, London, 1895.

DYDNG - ADSNY X QmKE® ! O 5\

—80 (35) —



DY DR AT XK QM@ O S\

+ William Elliot Griffis, Japanese Fairy World: Stories from the Wonderlore of Japan, 1880, N. Y., James H. Barhyte.

+ Ferdinand Adalbert Junker Von Langegg, Japanische Thee-Geschichten: Fu-so-cha-wa, 1884, Wien.
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+ David Brauns, Japanische Mdrchen und Sagen. Leipzig, Verlag von Wilhelm Friedrich,1885.
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+ Algernon Bertram Freeman-Mitford, Tales of Old Japan, 1871.
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()  A. B. Mitford, Tales of Old Japan, Charles E. Tuttle Co., 1966, p. 15
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William Griffis, Japanese Fairy World, London, Trubner & Co., 1887

I. The Meeting of the Star Lovers. (3FE-JINM)

II. The Travels of Two Frogs. (IXRQ ™ KXQ#)

III. The Child of the Thunder. (#ESM-)

IV. The Tongue-cut Sparrow. (HIER4H)

V. The Fire-fly’s Lovers. (S #%83q)

VI. The Battle of the Ape and the Crab. ($g<ns)

VIL The Wonderful Tea-Kettle. (P{EExK)

VIII. Peach-Prince and the Treasure Island. (2-K%)

IX. The Fox and the Badger. (EVE" HH-QwhiE)

X. The Seven Patrons of Happiness. (IEE)

XL. Daikoku and the Oni. KB &

XIL Benkei and the Bell. (R84 mmati~=1¥)

XIIL Little Silver’s Dream of the Shoji. (53U~ QMR E & S#h)

XIV. The Tengus, or the Elves with Long Noses. (KK:)

XV. Kintaro, the Wild Baby. (4-K5)
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XVI. Jiraiya, or the Magic Frog. ({I#ks)" il S KE)

XVIIL How the Jelly-Fish Lost its Shell. (%€ k)

XVIIL Lord Cuttle-Fish Gives a Concert. ( RERAIFKIWEN)

XIX. Yorimasa, the Brave Archer. (ZEE HRESERNT)

XX. Watanabe cuts off the Oni’s Arm. ((2RIE S ®Hm):0)

XXI. Watanabe Kills the Great Spider. (ERIZEN-HEH)

XXIL Raiko and the Shi Ten Doji. (3R~ EIGEM-)

XXIII. The Sazaye and the Tai. (%% H &)

XXIV. Smells and Jingles. (2% 45& #m)

XXV. The Lake of the Lute and the Matchless Mountain. (HRE0E~V{E-HI)
XXVI. The Earthquake Fish. (- &)

XXVIL The Dream Story of Gojiro. (2 Q#E3<)

XXVIIL The Procession of Lord Long-Legs. (Z4a8 S KUER)

VXXIX. Kiyohime, or the Power of Love. (M)

XXX”. The Fisherman and the Moon-Maiden. (F&{IEE)

XXXI. The Tide Jewels. (H-iK#E1K)

XXXII. Kai Riu O, or the Dragon King of the World Under the Sea. ($2{:1SH)
XXXIII. The Creation of Heaven and Earth. (K=R@#)

XXXIV. How the Sun Goddess was Enticed out of her Cave (KK &QITIL)
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