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Mit diesem Hinweis auf den Gegensatz von geschlossener und offener Zeitstruktur greifen
wir wieder unsere Erwidgungen zum Verhiltnis von fiktiver gespielter Zeit und realer
Spielzeit auf, (80) denn geschlossene und offene Zeitstruktur definieren sich ja gerade in
Hinblick auf dieses Verhiltnis. Unter der realen Spielzeit wollen wir dabei die Dauer der
Auffithrung selbst verstehen, den realen Zeitraum vom Beginn bis zum Ende der Auffiih-
rung, abziiglich der Pausen.[--:] Die fiktive gespielte Zeit dagegen ist bereits im Textsubstrat
mehr oder weniger prizise fixiert und braucht im inszenierten Text nur noch verdeutlicht
und sinnfillig gemacht zu werden.
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Noch stérker ist dieses Prinzip der Korrelation des chronologischen Nacheinanders auf
den Ebenen von Darstellung und Dargestelltem gestort, wenn in einer Szene oder einem
Akt Situationen prisentiert werden, die auf der fiktiven Zeitachse noch vor denen der
vorausgehenden Szene oder des vorausgehenden Akts liegen. Ein bekanntes Beispiel dafiir
ist J.B. Priestleys Time and the Conways (1937). Hier verweist schon der Titel auf die
thematische Zentralitit der Zeit, und auch die radikale Durchbrechung des konventionellen

Sukzessionsprinzips dient der entautomatisierenden BewufStmachung der Zeit.
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Synonyme Formulierungen dieses Gegensatzes sind Handlungsdauer/Handlungszeit vs.
Auftihrungszeit/Darbietungszeit. Unsere Formulierung ist analog zur eingefiithrten Unter-
scheidung von erzihlter Zeit und Erzihlzeit in der Narrativik geprigt.
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Closing Toward Opening: The Effects of the Complex Time Structure in Mackawa Tomohiro’s Play
The Enemy of the Heaven (tenno teki)'

YAMASHITA, Yoshiteru

As part of the author’s research project on complex time structures in drama, this study aims to
expand the notion of the open time structure introduced by the German literature scholar Manfred Pfister
(Das Drama, 1977), thereby investigating how the plot of a drama with an open time structure is capable
of a “closed” ending. For this purpose, Mackawa Tomohiro’s The Enemy of the Heaven (first staged in 2017)
should be analyzed. Mackawa is a leading theater maker in 21th century Japan, known for his SF-like
settings, philosophical or ethical themes, frequent usage of narration embedded between dialogues, and more
importantly, complex time structures. The Enemy of the Heaven embodies these characteristics.

Pfister establishes the dichotomy of real representation time (reale Spielzeit) vs. fictitious represented
time (fiktive gespiclte Zeit). He defined the closed time structure of a drama as one in which these two time
layers are correlated chronologically. In contrast, the open time structure is defined as the one in which the
correlation between them is disturbed.

Corresponding to Pfister’s real representation time, there must be a certain discourse level in
the narrative of a drama, the fact that the narratology of drama hitherto has almost overseen (except R.
Ingarden). In this study, this primary discourse level is defined as discoursel composed of words of text to be
spoken on the stage (i.c., stage directions are excluded). Discourse2, then, is the secondary discourse level of
the narrative of a drama that corresponds to the fictitious content imagined by the reader-audience based on
discoursel, thereby also taking stage directions into consideration. The time axis of discoursel belongs to the
present, whereas that of discourse2 may vary.

In The Enemy of the Heaven, Pfister’s fictitious represented time should be further articulated on
two levels: the time layer of discourse2a and discourse2b. The former is the present set of 2017 and forms
the framework of the narration of the main character, Hashimoto. In his interview with Teradomari, a
journalist and an ALS patient, Hashimoto tells us how he drank human blood and became immortal.
The play’s individuality exists in that the contents of Hashimoto’s narration—which should be defined as
discourse2b—are simultancously acted out by other casts in a play-in-a-play manner so that the two in the
present (discourse2a) can reflect upon the represented past (discourse2b). Between discourse 2a and discourse
2b lies a certain narrative distance. This type of complex time structure should also be understood as the
open time structure of a play.

As the play progresses, the playwright gradually reduces this narrative distance by, for instance,
letting Hashimoto and Teradomari break the boundaries of the framed play and intervene in past
conversations. The present crosses the past; Hashimoto’s fatal problems—he implies to commit suicide
to prevent the society from being infected by the desire of blood drinking—are taken as “his own” by
Teradomari. Hashimoto casts his final question, if he, Teradomari, would also like to drink human blood, to
which the latter responds with silence. As Teradomoai can be interpreted as a representation of the reader-
audience, Hashimoto’s question about Teradomari becomes universal. Closed in terms of identification, the
plot is open to the world.

1 The translation of the title is my own.
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