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Naming “Mix” to Connect at Ambiguous Boundary:

Formation and Family Resemblance of Minority Community
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This study focuses on people in Japan who identify themselves as “Mix”
among those withmultiracial, multiethnic, multicultural, or multilingual
backgrounds to examine the significance of this identification and the for-
mation of identity-based communities.

Chapter I discusses the existence of the racialized concepts of “Japanese”
or “foreigner”, and how individuals with multiple backgrounds, who do not
fit within the boundaries of such concepts, have been named “Mixed-blood”
or “Ha-fu”.

Chapter II present sinterviews with three people who identify them-
selves as “Mix”.

In Chapter III, based on the narratives in the previous chapter, we ana-
lyze how “Mix” is used as an inclusive umbrella term that retains a delib-
erate ambiguity and how it is perceived as possessing the intention of
solidarity. The results reveal that the “Mix” community is a group based

on intersectionality of perceived familial similarities and with aspects of



opposition to racialized “typicality”.

The identification as a “Mix” of people from these complex backgrounds
is an attempt to exercise the right to self-determination and to gain self-
affirmation, and is a practice whereby the “Mix” builds solidarity under an

umbrella term.
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